302                      GEORGE RIPLEY.
Circumstances forbade his doing more than write a regretful letter, an extract \vherefrom. will indicate the spirit in which the tribute would have been offered. Ib is hardly necessary to add that all who knew Avell the subject of this biography will render the same testimony to a man they loved as cordially as they admired him.
CAMPDEN HOUSE ROAD, KKNSINOTON, Loxnox,
Monday, April 7, 1382.
Your disappointment cannot at all equal mine, afc my inability to scud the promised sketch of our honored compeer, George llipley. But the ever-widening claims of reform movements, committees, correspondence, etc., etc., have prevented during the wholo season ; and when, at last, a period of leisure came, my health again broke down, compelling rest.
The more the subject has been thought over, and long-buried memories of our dear friend reappear, the wider and richer the theme opens. And it would need many pages to present the least adequate portraits of George Riplcy as a Christian minister, a scholai-, an expounder of philosophy, a social reorganizer, a literary critic, an encyclopaedist, ft friend, and a man. To me, in reviewing Ins di versified, yet consistent, progressive, and ascending career, he takes a front rank among the many leaders of thought whom it has been my rare privilege to know, in our own republic and in Europe.
Especially would it gratify mo to bear my testi-